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U organizaciji Documente – Centra za suočavanje s prošlošću i pod pokroviteljstvom Veleposlanstva Sjedinjenih Američkih Država u
Hrvatskoj, u Novinarskom domu u Zagrebu, 11. prosinca održan je Okrugli stol povodom Međunarodnog dana borbe protiv korupcije
– pod nazivom – “Jačanje neovisnosti pravosuđa i vladavine prava”.

Na Okruglom stolu govorili su voditeljica Documente Vesna Teršelič, Marin Mrčela, predsjednik GRECO-a (The Group of States
against Corruption), ekspertnog tijela Vijeća Europe za borbu protiv korupcije, inače sudac Vrhovnog suda Republike Hrvatske koji
je predstavio glavnih nalaza Izvještaja GRECO-a za 2016. s osvrtom na stanje u Republici Hrvatskoj.

Dražen Jelenić, voditelj Izaslanstva Republike Hrvatske u GRECO (Skupina zemalja za borbu protiv korupcije), prvi zamjenik
Glavnog državnog odvjetnika Republike Hrvatske osvrnuo se na rezultate istraživanja "Evaluacija kvalitete usluga pravosudnog
sustava u 2016.", a svoje viđenje stanja u hrvatskom pravosuđu ponudili su i Željko Šarić, predsjednik Državnog sudbenog vijeća te
sudac Vrhovnog suda Republike Hrvatske, kao i Vedrana Šimundža-Nikolić, zamjenica Ministra pravosuđa Republike Hrvatske.

“Građani mogu biti nezadovoljni hrvatskim pravosuđem, ali ono je odraz društva u kojem živimo i kako cijelo društvo napreduje tako
napreduje i pravosuđe”, istaknuo je Dražen Jelenić, prvi zamjenik Državnog odvjetnika Republike Hrvatske koji navodi da tome u
prilog idu i preporuke ekspertnog tijela Vijeća Europe za borbu protiv korupcije (GRECO).

“Što se tiče pravosuđa radi se puno, ima se vizija, no nažalost nije ispunjena jedna od važnih preporuka GRECO-a – povećanje
kvalitete komunikacije pravosuđa prema javnosti koja pokazati ono što je dobro, a ima ga jako puno”, rekao je.

Na okruglom stolu podloga za raspravu bilo je istraživanje agencije Ipsos Plus iz 2016. godine po kojem 68 posto građana ima
općenito negativno mišljenje o funkcioniranju pravosuđa, 59 posto građana nema povjerenje u sudove, a 40 posto smatra da je
korupcija proširena u pravosudnim institucijama.

Sudac Vrhovnog suda i predsjednik GRECO-a Marin Mrčela naglasio je da se istraživanja o percepciji pravosuđa trebaju uzimati s
rezervom, pozvavši se na istraživanje Transparency Internationala u kojemu je 74 posto ispitanika odgovorilo kako smatra da je
pravosuđe korumpirano, ali samo 3 posto poznaje nekoga tko je dao mito.

Razloge za negativnu percepciju pravosuđa u javnosti vidi u dužini postupaka koji se ponekad protežu na  nekoliko desetljeća,
pojedinačnim odlukama sudaca koje izazivaju sablazan javnosti iako su samo prvostupanjske, ali i izjavama političara koji često
kritiziraju sudbenu vlast.

Razlog su i mediji koji često nestručno izvještavaju o slučajevima ili objavljuju neprovjerene podatke, poput onih o 20 korumpiranih
sudaca u izvješću SOA-e, kazao je Mrčela.

“Ne kažem da je stanje bajno, mora biti puno bolje i ima još puno toga za raditi. Međutim, o mnogim dobrim odlukama se ne piše”,
rekao je.

Pomoćnica ministra pravosuđa Vedrana Šimundža-Nikolić naglasila je da negativnu percepciju javnosti ne treba zanemariti već uzeti
kao polaznu točku za poboljšanje slike o pravosuđu.
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On 11 December, a round table on the occasion of the International Anti-corruption Day, titled “Strengthening the Independence of
the Judiciary and the Rule of Law”, was held at the "Journalist's home" in Zagreb, organized by Documenta – Centre for dealing with
the past, and supported by the Embassy of the United States of America in Croatia.

The speakers on the round table were Vesna Teršelič, Head of Documenta; Marin Mrčela, Head of the GRECO (The Group of States
against Corruption), Council of Europe’s monitoring body to fight corruption and judge of the Supreme Court of the Republic of
Croatia who presented the major findings of the 2016 GRECO Report with special focus on situation in the Republic of Croatia;
Dražen Jelenić, leader of the Republic of Croatia’s Delegation to the GRECO (The Group of States against Corruption) and first
deputy to the State Attorney of the Republic of Croatia who made an overview of the results of the “Evaluation of quality of services
within the Judicial System in 2016", while Željko Šarić, President of the Judicial State Council and judge of the Supreme Court of the
Republic of Croatia and Vedrana Šimundža-Nikolić, Deputy Minister of Justice, offered their views on the Croatian judiciary.

 

"Citizens may be dissatisfied with the Croatian judiciary, but it is a reflection of the society in which we live in, and how the society
as a whole advances, so does judiciary”, said Dražen Jelenić, the first deputy of the State Attorney of the Republic of Croatia, adding
that this fact is also supported by recommendations of the expert body of the Council of Europe for Combating Corruption (GRECO).

 

“As for the judiciary, there is a lot of work, there is a vision, but unfortunately, one of GRECO's important recommendations is not
fulfilled - improving the quality of communication between the judiciary and the public, which would show the good things, and there
are many good things going on”, he said.

 

The basis for the discussion of the round table, was a survey from 2016 made by Ipsos Plus Agency, according to which 68% of
citizens have a generally negative opinion of the functioning of the judiciary, 59% of them have no confidence in the courts and 40%
believe that corruption is widened in judicial institutions.

 

Marin Mrčela, judge of the Supreme Court and President of GRECO, stressed that research on perception of the judiciary should be
taken with the reserve, citing the research of Transparency International in which 74 percent of respondents answered that they
believe the judiciary is corrupt, but only 3 percent knows someone who has given a bribe.

 

In his opinion, the reasons for the negative perception of the judiciary in the public are the length of proceedings sometimes extending
for several decades, the individual decisions of judges causing public scandal although they are first-degree decisions, as well as
statements of politicians who often criticize the judiciary.

 



The reason also lies in the media that often unprofessionally report about some cases or publish unverified information, such as those
of 20 corrupt judges in the report the Central Intelligence Agency, Mrčela said.

“I am not saying that the situation is fabulous, it has to be much better and there is still a lot to do. However, many good things are not
covered by the media”, he said.

Deputy Minister of Justice Vedrana Šimundža-Nikolić pointed out that the negative perception should not be ignored, but taken as a
starting point for improving the image of the judiciary.

 

Documenta – Centre for dealing with the past.
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